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to range my thoughts, that I may pursue my design with-
out confusion, that I may understand myself, and be under-
stood by your lordships.

A multitude of considerations are obvious, all of import-
ance sufficient to claim attention, and to outweigh the ad-
vantages proposed by this hateful bill, but which cannot all
be mentioned, or at least not with that exactness which
they deserve ; I shall, therefore, confine myself at present
to three considerations, and shall entreat the attention of
your lordships, while I examine the bill now before us,
with regard to its influence on the health and morals of the
people, the arguments by which it has been hitherto sup-
ported, and the effects which it will have on the sinking
fund.

The first head, my lords, is so copious, that I find myself
very little relieved by the division which I have made.
The moral arguments, though separated from those which
are either political or temporary, are sufficient to over-
power the strongest reason, and overflow the most exten-
sive comprehension.

It is not necessary, I suppose, to show that health of
body is a blessing, that the duties of life in which the
greatest part of the world is employed, require vigour and
activity, and that to want strength of limbs, and to want
the necessary supports of nature, are to the lower classes
of mankind the same. I need not observe to your lord-
ships, whose legislative character obliges you to consider
the general concatenation of society, that all the advan-
tages which high stations or large possessions can confer,
are derived from the labours of the poor; that to the
plough and the anvil, the loom and the quarry, pride is in-
debted for its magnificence, luxury for its dainties, and
delicacy for its ease. A very little consideration will be
sufficient to show, that the lowest orders of mankind supply
commerce with manufacturers, navigation with mariners,
and war with soldiers; that they constitute the strength
and ilches of every nation; and that, though they gene-
rally move only by superiour direction, they are the imme-
diate support of the community; and that without their